[Experimental studies on the symmetry reaction of axolotl oocytes and eggs: factors affecting the early appearance of the grey crescent following heat shock].
A heat-shock (36.8 degrees C for 10 min.) can induce the immediate appearance of the grey crescent in a high proportion of freshly laid fertilised or artificially activated Axolotl eggs, but only if that shock occurs within 1 h 30 min. following deposit of eggs (at 18 degrees C) and if eggs are not dejellied. On non-activated virgin eggs, the heat-shock is efficient during at least 3 hrs. This symmetry reaction can be induced on in vitro artificially matured oocytes, still protected by follicular cells. It is uncommon in oocytes taken from coelomic cavity or from the anterior part of the oviduct, but occurs with a high frequency as soon as the occytes are coated with the innermost and medium jelly layers.